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Abington  Hills  Purchasing 
Washburn  Street  Cemetery 

By  JOHN  M.  HART  Jr. 

The  Abington  Hills 
Cemetery  Association  has 
reached  agreement  with 
owners  of  the  Washburn 
Street  Cemetery  to 
purchase  the  32-acre  facility 
in  West  Scranton  and  The 
Tribune  has  learned  a 
Closing  is  seen  in  the  near 
future. 

Additionally,  John  K. 

Rogan,  president  of 

A  new  service  at  both 
cemeteries,  headed  by 
Robert  Goodall,  consists  of 
pre-need  counseling  for 
families.  Said  Rogan:  “This 
service  allows  members  of  a 
family  to  discuss  their  needs 
before  the  situation  arises. 
They  do  not  have  to  make 
decisions  just  after  a  family 
member  dies.” 


Abington  Hills,  said  plans 
are  being  formulated  to 
upgrade  the  Washburn 
Street  facility.  He  said 
general  imporvements  will 
benefit  the  overall  look  of 
the  cemetery. 

Rogan  said  his  association 
reached  agreement  with  the 
Washburn  Street  Cemetery 
owners  through  negotiations 
with  the  Northeastern  Bank 
Trust  Division. 

Rogan  explained  that 


Northeastern  was 
representing  the  major 
stockholder,  Allied  Services 
for  the  Handicapped,  which 
holds  75  percent  of  the  stock 
in  the  Washburn  Cemetery. 
The  other  shareholder,  with 
25  percent,  is  Waiter 
Howells,  the  caretaker  at 
Washburn  Street  the  last  41 
years,  according  to  Rogan. 

Rogan  stressed  that 
Abington  Hills  is  acquiring 
100  percent  of  the  stock  and 


his  brother,  Patrick  M. 
Rogan,  superintendent  of 
grounds  at  Abington  Hills, 
will  assume  the  duties  of 
Howells. 

John  Rogan  said  several 
new  services  will  be 
available  at  Washburn 
Street  under  the  new 
ownership.  He  said  the 
cemetery  office  will  be 
operated  by  Joan  Hoffman, 
a  professional  cemetery 
office  manager. 


